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obstacles: here, the flexible branches of the trees bent
level with the current; there, creepers and thorns which
they had to break down with their sticks. Herbert often
glided among the broken stumps with the agility of a
young cat, and disappeared in the underwood. But
Pencroft called him back directly, begging him not to
wander away. Meanwhile, the sailor attentively observed
the disposition and nature of the surrounding country.
On the left bank, the ground, which was flat and marshy,
rose imperceptibly towards the interior. It looked there
like a network of liquid threads which doubtless reached
the river by some underground drain. Sometimes a
stream ran through the underwood, which they crossed
without difficulty. The opposite shore appeared to be
more uneven, and the valley of which the river occupied
the bottom, was more clearly visible. The hill, covered
with trees disposed in terraces, intercepted the view. On
the right bank walking would have been difficult, for the
declivities fell suddenly, and the trees bending over the
water were only sustained by the strength of their roots.
It is needless to add that this forest, as well as the coast
already, surveyed, was destitute of any sign of human life.
Pencroft only saw traces of quadrupeds, fresh footprints of
animals, of which he could not recognize the species. In
all probability, and such was also Herbert's opinion, some
had been left by formidable wild beasts which doubtless